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INTRODUCTION
East Falls Presbyterian Church, also known as Falls of Schuylkill, is a relatively small, vibrant
church with 83 members and financial stability. We are a congregation residing in a socio-economically
diverse community within Philadelphia. We believe in the following: church as family; an intellectually
stimulating sermon that is relevant to current events; the Grace of God; Mission work; our children and
youth, and education and fellowship. We are a diverse, educated and relatively “small but mighty”
group of friends and members.
We are looking for a Pastor who leads by Grace and not guilt; is nurturing; provides pastoral
care compassionately; works with our current and beloved Music Director; delegates when necessary;
tends to the needs of the adults as well as children and youth; leads with humility and by example; has
an interest in growing the church; engages in the East Falls community; ensures that church is fun for
our children, a place of refuge for those who seek it, and a dynamic experience for the seekers.
We are an accepting and loving church, where we look for and find family among our church
friends. This theme of finding family in church, or church being family, was extensively communicated
during our small group discussions and is a value that is very important to our congregation. We may
not always agree with one another, but we are a community that maintains and sustains by showing up
for worship and finding our commonality in the love of Jesus Christ and his teachings.
MISSION OF EAST FALLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OUR MISSION AT THE FALLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS TO SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION
THROUGH THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST TO OUR
NEIGHBORS IN THE COMMUNITY OF EAST FALLS AND BEYOND. WE, AS MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND
PASTOR(S) OF THIS CHURCH, ARE MESSENGERS OF THE WORD. WITH THE GUIDANCE AND THE
EMPOWERMENT OF THE LORD, WE ENDEAVOR TO ENABLE ONE ANOTHER TO BE PRODUCTIVE,
ENLIGHTENED, AND COMMITTED TO THIS COMMUNITY OF GOD. WE STRIVE TO LIVE OUR LIVES AS
EXAMPLES IN THE SERVICE OF GOD; IN STRIVING TO BRING TO OTHERS THE JOY OF GOD’S LOVE; IN
MAINTAINING A HIGHLY VISIBLE FORCE FOR SOCIAL GOOD IN THE COMMUNITY; AND IN CAUSING
THIS CHURCH TO SERVE AS A BEACON OF REFUGE TO ALL WHO ARE IN NEED.

HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH
The History of The First Presbyterian Church, Falls of Schuylkill, is a story of people and
community, tradition and new ideas, faith and spirituality, buildings and activities. This is a history of a
church that began in 1856 and continues to serve the people 160 years later.
Over the years, different pastors have served our congregation from the Civil War, two World
Wars and the Great Depression until today. We have had times of great prosperity, and also times of
wondering whether we would need to shut our doors. More recently, we had a married couple serving
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as part-time ministers, who led the way for a full-time minister who was called in 2004. The baton was
passed to Reverend Katherine Rick-Miller, and she brought a message of God’s love for us, of our love
of God, and our love for each other.
During Pastor Katherine’s ministry, the church solidified the upswing in spirit, its positive effect
on its members and friends, its attendance and its finances. We were able to install a new roof, a new
heating system, make repairs to the organ, and reinforce the structure of the steeple.
The interior of the entire church building has been renovated over a period of about 15 years.
Most of the renovations were done by our church family as volunteers. The whole project was capped
off with a complete renovation of the church sanctuary.
During the Fall of 2015 Pastor Katherine announced that she had accepted another call. So, we
enter the next chapter in our story, with some fear and a lot of trust in God. 1

MISSION STUDY REPORT DATA COLLECTION
In order to generate a report that thoroughly explains East Falls Presbyterian Church, the
Mission Study Committee engaged in the following three methods of data collection:
1. We collected demographic data from the surrounding neighborhoods of the church, as well
as data regarding the particular neighborhood of East Falls where our church is located 2.
2. We collected surveys which were completed by 57 of our members and friends, a relatively
high percentage given our membership totals 83 and average attendance at church is 553.
3. We scheduled small group discussions for adults which took place with an average of 5 – 6
people attending each meeting. An additional small group discussion was led by our youth
leaders for our youth. Individual discussions took place when necessary because of time
constraints or other conflicts. Approximately 45 members and friends participated in small
group discussions.4
MISSION STUDY REPORT STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, OPPORTUNITIES & THREATS
ANALYSIS SUMMARY
Strengths
•

East Falls Presbyterian Church has a dedicated membership. Some are families who
know no other church and others are new to the church. Despite these differences,
members and friends blend well together to create a congregation that is a family of
worship where we pray together and for each other.

Please see Appendix 1 for a full history of our church.
see Appendix 2 for a copy of demographic data gathered.
3 Please see Appendix 3 for a copy of the survey completed by members and friends.
4 Please see Appendix 4 for a copy of the guided questions in our small group discussions.
1

2 Please
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We are a church that is family to many and we are proud to say that. We are welcoming
and non-judgmental. We believe in a God that is loving and filled with Grace, and are
witnesses to this Grace.
Our youth, Sunday School and Music Program
We are financially sound.
Our location is unique within the city of Philadelphia, because of our proximity to
Center City but our “country church” feel.
Education is important to our members.
Survey respondents totaled 57, however, approximately 25% are friends and 75%
members.
Our members and friends are a mix of all ages.
We have grown in membership over the last 10 years.
Most recent membership classes are representative of our congregation, including
singles, divorced, widowed and married friends and members.

Weaknesses (Areas requiring improvement)
•

•
•
•
•
•

We have a few people doing much of the work of the church. It is the typical 80/20 rule
where 20% of the people do 80% of the work. There is a concern of burnout for those
who are doing so much of the work.
Our congregation does not tithe, nor talk about stewardship often.
We have not tapped into the community of East Falls and the surrounding area as much
as we could.
Our Session is still growing into its leadership role.
Activities such as: Bible Study, Prayer Groups, Koinonia Groups, or book clubs have not
been established due to what appears to be a lack of interest and leadership.
We seem to only go to church on Sundays during worship and after, despite small
discussions clearly showing a desire to develop more activities during the week for us.

Opportunities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We are located within walking distance of Philadelphia University and Drexel Medical
College and could begin a youth study group/mission group with the schools.
Philadelphia University requires community service hours/credit.
Young people live near us who are upwardly mobile and may be looking for a place of
worship despite the technology age of social media or perhaps because of it.
We are a staple in the neighborhood providing meeting space and support.
Our congregation is relatively old and then at the same time young, we are in transition
and need support to grow in all the right ways – whatever that may be.
East Falls is relatively affluent and the church does not need to go far to help those less
fortunate within the 19129 zip code, which could increase membership.
We live in an area where it would not be difficult to cultivate relationships in the
community that would result in our congregation becoming more ethnically diverse.
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•

•
•
•

•
•

The church could create additional times of worship with children that is not on Sunday
morning, which is the same time as ice hockey, softball, football, baseball, and soccer
practice.
We may be able to better reach the community through our music program, and host
other music events that brings the community of East Falls into our church.
We have engaged friends, who are regular attendees, who could easily become
members.
We could be more engaged in social media by having a more robust website and
perhaps creating a Facebook page so that if someone cannot attend church they may
know what he or she missed.
We could download sermons onto the webpage and/or Facebook.
We could utilize technology and record each service and upload them onto our website
so they can be accessed at any time.

Threats
•
•

•

Fewer Americans in general are identifying as religious or being affiliated with any
church. (See most recent Pew Study)
Due to the lack of respect and reputation for the School District of Philadelphia, some
East Falls members with children at school entry age relocate to another area with a
reputable school system. (Some East Falls members send children to private schools.)
Two Protestant churches in the area have closed within the last decade showing fewer
people are attending church with in our community.

WHO WE ARE
Location
East Falls Presbyterian PC(USA) Church, located in the East Falls neighborhood of Philadelphia,
(19129 zip code) is also known as Falls of Schuylkill. We are less than a mile from Philadelphia
University, Drexel Medical College and William Penn Charter School, the oldest Quaker Pre-k through
12th grade school in the country.
Though located near Center City, we reside in a residential area in the Northwest section of
Philadelphia, in the heart of East Falls. With McMichael Park, just a block away, and the Schuylkill River
trail less than a mile away, we are located four miles from the heart of the city. We are accessible by a a
number of bike paths ,train lines and bus lines.
We are a city of neighborhoods that change from block to block and street to street. East Falls
Presbyterian Church is located within this milieu, and half of those who responded to surveys live within
10 minutes of our church.
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Membership by zip code
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Most of our members and friends live in
the 19129 and 19128 zip code.

How I get to Church

How far do you travel to
church?

13.20%
25%

15.10%
50.90%

62%

20.80%

less than 10 minutes
10-20 minutes
Walk

20-30 minutes

Drive Myself

more than 30 minutes

Driven by Someone Else

Most of our members and friends drive themselves and live less than 20 minutes from our
church. In fact, 25% walk to church and approximately 51% live less than 10 minutes away.
Members and Friends
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We have a reported total membership of 83 and an average of 55 in attendance each week. We
have a large number of active friends who are not members. The following chart shows the number of
survey respondents who are members versus friends.

Relationship to Church

21.80%

78.20%

Member

Friend

Of those who responded to our survey, approximately 78% are members and 22% are friends.
Our current households are comprised of single adults, couples, and various families with
children of all ages. We are old and young, politically conservative and progressive, gay and straight,
married, living together, divorced and unmarried, working and retired. We appreciate these differences
and how they enrich our friendships and worship life. In fact, with support of the Session, our former
minister married a long committed same sex couple. The following graphs represent the various
identities of our survey respondents.
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Gender

Relationship Status

9.10%

9.10%
16.40%

42.90%

57.10%
65.50%

Male

Female

Single

Married/Couple

Separated/Divorced

Widow/Widower

57% of survey respondents are female and approximately 43% male. Moreover, 65% are
married and/or coupled and approximately 16% are single. Approximately 18% are separated/divorced
and/or widowed.

Sexual Identity

Racial and Ethnic Group
Identification
60
50

6%

40
30
94%

20
10
0

Heterosexual

Homosexual

Other
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Our respondents to the survey indicate that approximately 94% are heterosexual and 6% are
homosexual. And the majority of our congregation identifies as Caucasian, though we have a small
minority presence as well.

Employment Status
2% 1.50%

1.50%

4.50%

8.00%
8%
52%
25%

Employed Full-time

Retired

Employed Part-Time

Student

On Disability

Homemaker

Unemployed - looking

Unemployed - not looking

We are educated, with 80% of our members having graduated from college or gone beyond to
receive graduate degrees. Our primary language, at 100%, is English. And a majority of us own our
homes.

Education Attainment
8.90%

33.90%

5% 5% 5%
5%

37.50%

High School/GED

Some College

2 Year College

4 Year College(BA, BS)

Master's Degree

Doctoral Degree (PhD, MD, JD)

Elementary
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10.90%

85.50%

Own Home

Rent

Assisted Living

Approximately 85% of our members and friends own their own homes, while 11% rent and
approximately 4% are in assisted living.

16
14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

20 - 30 years old

31-40 years old

41-50 years old

51-60 years old

61-70 years old

71-80 years old

81-90 years old

91-100 years old

Of survey respondents, 27 are between 20 and 50 years old, another 27 are between 50 and 90
years old and we have one member who is older than 90 years of age.
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Fellowship
We are a caring and friendly community, and enjoy seeing one another at church. This is most
obvious during the “Passing of the Peace” each Sunday when congregants greet each other with hugs
and handshakes. It is often that we need to be asked to return to our pews so that the service may
continue.
Our devoted and close community is also strong during the warmer months when members
host “Lemonade on the Lawn” after service, and members and friends remain talking and laughing for
some time.
During the colder months and the holiday seasons, which can be difficult for some, the Deacons
host coffee hours after church in the Fellowship Hall. Light refreshments are served.
Our survey respondents indicate that approximately 50% of our members and friends attend
services at least 2-3 times per month. The following graph indicates attendance:

How Often Do You Attend Services
Seasonally

Major Holidays

Unable to Attend

2-3 Times a month

Every Sunday
0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO OUR MEMBERS: FINDING S FRO M OUR SMALL GROUP CONVERSATIONS

Mission Work
During our Mission Study small group discussions, one of the themes that consistently
appeared was that mission work is very important to our congregation. Whether it is in our city or
outside of it, giving back is important to our members and friends. Mission is also important because it
gives our members and friends the opportunity to get to know each other on a more intimate level. As
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one person put it, “You show up to church every week, and know someone because of that experience.
But then you work with them on a mission project and REALLY get to know them. It fosters a
friendship that worshipping together every Sunday simply can’t, and deepens the worship experience.”
We have mission projects that regularly take us out into the community and bring the
community to us. For example, we are involved with a foster home for 4 girls in the Germantown
section of Philadelphia. We hope to create a permanent and stable relationship with this home and
these girls. We bake Christmas cookies with the girls, take them shopping, and have gone to their
home to create a vegetable garden and flower beds. We plan on repairing some structural issues with
their home in the near future as well as help the girls paint their rooms. Our goal is that each of these
girls truly feels she is living in her own home and is supported by our church on a variety of levels.
We also engaged within and without our community in the last 7 years doing the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Helping to rehabilitate and build new homes in flood stricken Alabama with Habitat for
Humanity.
Adopting families and children in need at Christmas and buying presents for them.
Collecting donations of food and warm clothes to distribute to the Greater Philadelphia area.
Working with the shelter program Northwest Philadelphia Interfaith Hospitality Network by
providing meals and hospitality.
Hosting caroling and hot chocolate in McMichael Park at Christmas time for the community.
Hosting a community Santa breakfast at Christmas time for the community.
Hosting a community-wide Fourth of July picnic.
Providing meals for families at Ronald McDonald House.
Traveling to an Indian Reservation in North Dakota where we provided Vacation Bible School
and helped with structural issues with their church.
Traveling to Guatemala for a medical mission where we performed check-ups on children and
distributed medicine.

Our doors are also open to a variety of secular groups for meetings and support, including
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, East Falls Community Council, The Girls Scouts, East
Falls Village Senior Yoga, The Clothes Closet, and Tree Tenders - a group that distributes and plants
trees in East Falls.
Sermons and Pastoral Care
Based on the small group discussions of the Mission Study, it became exceedingly clear that
both the sermon and pastoral care are equally important. It was also clear that the relevancy of the
sermon was of utmost importance and its ability to uplift, teach, inspire and provoke.
As one member stated, “You can’t have a relevant sermon without good pastoral care, because
if you don’t know your congregation then your sermon won’t be relevant to your congregation. So,
both are equally important.” Another member suggested that the sermon should always be written
with the newspaper open and beside the Pastor as he or she writes the sermon.
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Also, a reoccurring theme of the small group discussions was the importance of having had a
pastor who knew each of us individually and was always open and available for counsel and
encouragement. Additionally important were the personal phone calls and visits during times of need
and otherwise.
Worship
We learned, from our small groups, that our congregation finds comfort in deep, lasting
friendships borne out of faith, and an ease in the form of our worship. From the beginning to end,
knowing what to expect in certain prayers, and also trusting our Music Director to choose music that
will align with the gospel and lessons.
It is important, based on small group conversations, to be able to express our joys and concerns
openly and honestly followed by open and silent prayer. This provides an opportunity to share and care
for one another. A common theme was also the meditative aspect of worship, and getting away from
whatever is going on in the world to be quiet and reflective.
Worshipping Together
The small group discussions made it clear that both members and friends worship at East Falls
Presbyterian for different reasons. As mentioned before, some members were born into the church
and others sought out the church based on the appeal of the former pastor.
But a few themes did come through when asked about feeling the most love and/or connection
with God, church and congregation. The following are a sampling of quotes:
“Seeing the children at the front during the children’s service and listening to them answer
questions, and being astounded by their responses.”
“Sincere empathy about everyone attending.”
“Lead by Grace, not by guilt.”
“The maturity of the youth is very encouraging and important to the growth and spirit of the
church.”
“I like that we are not a huge mega church.”
“Deacons work is very important.”
“Like sermons that connect God through storytelling – not too academic.”
“Youth Sunday is when I feel most engaged and connected.”
“It’s not disrespectful to God to make a mistake.”
“Hearing a member ask for help for his children and himself and his wife as his wife was
entering a 30-day program for alcohol addiction.”

Mission Study Committee Report of East Falls Presbyterian Church 2016

14 | P a g e
“Remembering who we are, whose we are, no matter who we are.”
“Listening to the music, the choir, the soloists.”
“I want to feel re-energized, refreshed and ready for the week ahead after church.”
“To feel the love of God, to be forgiven, to forgive, to remember, to be still.”
“When we pray for one another.”

Music Program
Another common theme that came through our small group conversations was the importance
and appreciation of music to our friends and members. Not a single conversation left out the
appreciation of our Music Director, Brenda Browne, and her talent for making the music relevant to the
worship service that day.
It cannot be overstated that we are blessed with the very much loved, talented and dedicated,
Mrs. Browne. As a result, we have a robust music program in which both adults and youth participate.
Our choir is made up of 4-5 men each week, with one paid soloist. The women number 6-8 each week,
with two paid soloists.
Through the music program, our youth engage in Youth Sunday and a Christmas Pageant
annually. And throughout the year, Mrs. Browne, who is a former teacher, provides opportunities for
the youth to sing during worship.

Each year the choir hosts a Strawberry Festival where the community and congregants come
together to hear our choir sing songs of well-known artists. Two years ago, the theme was the Beatles,
and this past year was a tribute to Carol King. The choir has an annual Christmas Concert for the
community which is followed by a supper hosted by the Deacons.
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Our Pipe Organ
An important part of our musical ministry is our treasured Pipe Organ. It was purchased by the
people of the church in 1906. At the time a significant part of the cost was covered by the Andrew
Carnegie Foundation. The organ was moved from our original church building to the present one. It is
somewhat rare now, in that the design and operation of the organ has been maintained as it was built in
1906. The only change has been the replacement of a manually powered source of air with an electric
motor.

Children of the Church
One of the themes that came out of the small group conversations from our Mission Study was
the importance of children to East Falls Presbyterian Church. Members and friends are grateful to the
successful efforts made in increasing the number of children and youth attending church. We have
approximately 28 children and youth who worship with us.
Our yearly retreat in the Pocono Mountains to Kirkwood Camp is one of the results of the
increase. It is not unusual to have over 40 of our members, friends, grandchildren, and children attend
for kayaking, swimming, archery, zip lining, s’mores, and outdoor worship on Sunday morning. The
children are interwoven into all aspects of the church.

Mission Study Committee Report of East Falls Presbyterian Church 2016

16 | P a g e

Our Christian Education
The children’s ministry has grown at East Falls Presbyterian Church over the last 10 years
to fit the needs of our growing families. We currently offer two classes for children 12 or under
during the worship service as well as a class for our older youth before worship. Falls Presbyterian
Church also offers nursery care for our youngest children.
All of our children are welcome to worship with us during the service. After the Passing of the
Peace, the younger children and tweens enjoy their own children’s lesson with our minister or a
volunteer. This lesson engages the children with a story that is age appropriate and based upon the
Sunday Bible reading. At the end of the lesson, if they choose, the children are led off into two separate
Sunday school rooms upon all of us saying together, “Although we worship in different spaces, we
worship together in spirit and truth. Let us worship God.”
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Young Children in Worship is the class for children between the ages of 3 and 8. The sessions mirror
the outline of the church service: Getting Ready to Listen to God, Listening to God, Response to
Gods Word, Giving Thanks to God, and a final blessing to Go in God’s Name. The curriculum
utilizes Old and New Testament stories that are acted out with faceless figures for students to use
their imagination to see the details. Every lesson ends with wonderings or questions about how
the children perceive the story. There are no right or wrong answers. After the story the students
have an opportunity to work with story or art materials and then come back together for a prayer
and leave with a blessing.
Godly Play is the class for children in 2nd grade through confirmation. The curriculum is by Jerome
Berryman, and acts out stories and focuses more on the individuals in the stories. The Godly Play
approach helps the students to explore their faith through story, to gain religious language and to
enhance their spiritual experience through wonder and play. Based on Montessori principles and
developed using a spiral curriculum, the Godly Play method serves children who have an innate
sense of the presence of God.
The Youth Program for our confirmed and high school age students uses a variety of curriculum,
including material specific for Advent and Lent, to nurture in our youth a love for and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We want their relationship with the God they serve, to be real
and tangible in this ever-changing world we live in. High School students are faced with questions
of their futures, majors in college, and how they are going to align their gifts with their careers in
order to give back, to bless others, to serve, and to further the kingdom of God. Along with the
curriculum, teachers set up additional youth activities outside of church time and each year they
help coordinate and present a Youth Sunday in June.
We have a total of 28 children currently worshipping with us, and the breakdown of ages is
as follows:
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14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0
0-3 years old

4-7 years old

8-13 years old

14 - 19 years old

We also host an Adult Forum covering a variety of topics some based on current events. For
example, one forum addressed the refugee crisis and what, as Christians we could or should do, if we
are living a life led by the example of Jesus Christ. It is always a lively conversation without many
conclusions. But we are constantly asking ourselves: Is there more we can do? Is there more our church
can do? Is there more the larger Presbytery can or should be doing?
The Forum is led by our pastor, leaders of the Session, and other volunteer members of the
church. It is meant to be a time for our adults to further their understanding of the Bible, create a
discourse about individual’s own interpretations and experiences, and discuss how the Bible and the
teachings of Jesus Christ relate to our daily lives. We are a church that doesn’t believe in just coming to
church and sitting in the pews on Sunday - we want to live out our faith on a daily basis – and we
recognize the need for support and guidance from our worship community.
ORGANIZATION OF OUR CHURCH
Our Finances
For the past ten years, we were blessed to have Pastor Katherine Rick-Miller as our minister.
Under Katherine’s guidance, the church welcomed new families, re-built the Sunday school program,
and strengthened our adult Christian education. During Katherine’s tenure, the church was fortunate,
through a variety of gifts, bequests and circumstance, to become financially stable. There is now
approximately $1 million in investment accounts. Moreover, our donations by members and friends
remains relatively steady with average weekly giving of $1277. Although our goal for giving is $1595
each week, our investment accounts provide for more than what we receive. And our giving is above
average when compared to similarly sized congregations.
Facilities
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Our church is beautiful and older. We have two Sunday school class rooms, a choir room, a
parlor, a pastor’s office, and a Fellowship Hall, located in the basement with a stage. We are in need of
a new kitchen, and are in the process of deciding the best way to pursue that project. Water in our
basement is also an issue, though dehumidifiers are currently addressing it. We hope to resolve both
issues in the near future, and have discussed launching a capital campaign to do so.
As was mentioned earlier in this report, we were able to install a new roof, a new heating
system, make repairs to the organ, and reinforce the structure of the steeple most recently. Moreover,
the interior of the entire church building has been renovated over a period of about 15 years. The whole
project was capped off with a complete renovation of the church sanctuary.
Church Staff, Leadership and Committees
Our staff usually consists of a full-time minister, a part-time music director, a part-time
administrative assistant, a part-time sexton and a childcare provider for children too young to attend
Sunday school. Each of our Sunday school teachers are volunteers and number six. We would love to
have an Associate Pastor in the future.
We have the Session that administers the policies of the church and the Deacons that address
the “care and the feeding” of the members and friends of the church. The Session is made up of 9
members, currently 4 women and 5 men. The Deacons are made up of 2 men and 6 women for a total
of 8 members. The Deacons divide the congregation into 8 “Care Circles” to enable closer relationships
and help to ensure each member and friend knows that at least one person within the congregation has
his or her as a priority. The Deacons send cards, visit the housebound and hospitalized, organize meals
and try to ensure that each of our members and friends know they can call on a Deacon when necessary.
We have many committees with active members to ensure our church runs efficiently and
effectively, including property, finance, nominating, worship, mission, and personnel.

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON EAST FALLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COMPARED
WITH PC(USA)
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Racial and Ethnic Group Identification
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40
30
20
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In 2013, East Falls Presbyterian reported a total membership of 83. Though this number is less
than the 2013 PC(USA) average of 175, it is above average when looking at the Northeast alone. In fact,
based on figures provided by the PC(USA) in its 2014 Comparative Statistics Report, 29.8% of churches
in the Northeast have between 1-50 members and 25.2% of churches have between 51-100 members.
According to data provided by the PC(USA), most members of the PC(USA) are white. (91.3%).
The racial-ethnic breakdown beyond those who identify as white is as follows: Asian (2.8%), Hispanic
(1.5%), Native American (0.2%), Black (1.1%), African American (2.1%), African (0.5%), Middle Eastern
(0.1%) and Others (0.4%).
Based on the survey respondents, East Falls Presbyterian Church is comprised of the following
racial-ethnic backgrounds:
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According to the data, the PC(USA) 58.3% members are female, and 41.7% are male.

Membership by Gender

42.90%
57.10%

Male

Female

Other

The surveys indicated at East Falls Presbyterian Church, 57.1% of members are female and
42.9% of members are male.
According to the data of the PC(USA), 52.7% of Ruling Elders are female, and 47.3% are male.

Session by Gender

33.33%

66.66%

women

men

At East Falls Presbyterian Church, 33.33% of Session members are female and 66.66% are male.
According to the PC(USA) data, 71.6% of Deacons are female, and 28.4% are male.
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Deacons by Gender

20%

80%

women

men

At East Falls Presbyterian Church, 80% of Deacons are women and 20% are male.

None of the data gathered from PC (USA) addresses the issue of sexual orientation and/or
relationship status among members. Based on surveys completed by our members and friends, the
following is a breakdown of how we identify ourselves based on sexual orientation and relationship
status:

Sexual Identiity
6%

94%

Heterosexual

Homosexual

Other
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The survey indicates that at East Falls Presbyterian Church 94% are heterosexual and 6% are
homosexual.

Relationship Status

9.10%

9.10%

16.40%

65.50%

Single

Married/Couple

Separated/Divorced

Widow/Widower

se

The survey indicates that at East Falls Presbyterian Church 65.5% of members and friends are
married; 16.4% are single; 9.10% are separated or divorced and another 9.10% is a widow or widower.
East Falls Presbyterian is located in the 19129 zip code. However, our members come from a
variety of locations. Some may have started at East Falls Presbyterian, when they lived in the
neighborhood, but moved and continue to worship with us. The following is a breakdown of zip codes
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in which our survey respondents currently live.

Membership by zip code
28773
19406
94590
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19444
19206
19144
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How far do you travel to church?

13.20%

15.10%

50.90%

20.80%

less than 10 minutes

10-20 minutes

20-30 minutes

more than 30 minutes
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How I get to Church

25%

62%

Walk

Drive Myself

Driven by Someone Else

CONCLUSION
East Falls Presbyterian Church is a vibrant congregation in a relatively affluent community
within Philadelphia. We believe in church as family; an intellectually stimulating sermon that is relevant
to current events; the Grace of God; Mission work; our children and youth; education and fellowship.
We are a diverse, educated and relatively “small but mighty” group of friends and members.
We are looking for a Pastor who leads by Grace and not guilt; provides pastoral care
compassionately; works with our current and beloved Music Director; delegates when necessary; tends
to the needs of the adults as well as children and youth; leads with humility and by example; has an
interest in growing the church; engages in the East Falls community; ensures that church is fun for our
children, a place of refuge for those who seek it and a dynamic experience for the seekers.
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